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knowledge of men, quite as much as his executive ability, that made him such
a wonderful leader. It was characteristic of him that when he ordered all super-
fluous weight to be cast away, he delighted the heart of Hussey, the meteoro-
logist, by allowing him to keep his banjo.
On Saturday, October 3oth, 1915, Wordie wrote:
We have started on the great journey. The pioneer sledge (Boss, Hudson,
Hussey, and self) got away about 1.15 p.m., the Boss shouting out, " Now we
start for Robertson Island, boys ! " (to which all hands raised a cheer). Made
i mile N.W. zoo yards. ... A day of drifting snow.
On Sunday, the 3ist, only three-quarters of a mile was made,
so on November ist there was
a complete change of plan. . . . We moved to Ocean Camp . . . and here
we will stay [said Wordie], providing the floe does not break, till the summer
leads form and we can take to the boats. (This may not be till several months
are over.) * . . The dog sledges went back to the ship and brought up all the
available food.
This attempt at sledging to land proved impracticable. Only
4 miles had been accomplished in as many days; but the moral
effect of the effort, at that time, and of moving out of sight of the
wreck, was beneficial. Ocean Camp was established on a very
thick floe.
From the beginning of November we have the hitherto unpub-
lished diary of Sir Ernest Shackleton to guide us until the launch-
ing of the boats, five months later. This diary is of great value
and interest and will now be followed in addition to the diaries of
Commander Worsley and Mr. Wordie.
1915. November u/, Monday: Strenuous day. Snowing hard all morning.
Geared about 10 a.m. Hurley, Wild, Worsley, self went end of floe on high
pressure. Black outlook. Nothing but sea of pressure, impossible advance.
Grave consideration. Decided stick this floe, chance drift to North. Get all
possible from kst camp and ship, bring up other boat. Teams working splen-
didly, ztid, Tuesday: Nearly all hands away at ship cutting out stores, fishing
in the cabins through the ice. Hurley gets Ms negatives. Shot three seals.
Hoisted King's flag. . . . Wild leads salvage party. Hudson gets down into
after hold, opens deck hatch, two cases of milk- float up. Have food for 180
days at i Ib. per day exclusive seals we get Plenty tobacco here for men's use.
Conserving matches. $rd, Wednesday: All day party at ship shifting wood and
stores to make things easier here. . . . Ship looks awful. . . . Trying to cut
through deck and reach stores in hold through water. Hands been employed
soaking big mess tent. Hoosh seal and blubber excellent. Queen's Bible.
Banjo Hussey,